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Office  of  Information -U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Radio  and  Television  Service 


From 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


July  5,  1957 
Letter  No.  77o 


The  heavy  accident  toll  piling  up  this  kth  of  July  weekend  reminds  us 
that  President  Eisenhower  proclaimed  the  week  beginning  July  21  as  National 
Farm  Safety  Week.    He  urged  all  farm  families  and  farm  workers  to  join  in  a 
continuing  campaign  designed  to  prevent  needless  accidents  in  their  homes,  on 
their  farms,  and  along  their  highways.    Of  course,  farm  broadcasters  are  key 
men  in  any  such  campaigns.    Last  year,  the  death  toll  from  farm- work  accidents 
was  higher  than  that  in  any  other  major  industry.    We  suppose  that's  because 
farming  is  such  a  varied  business,  with  so  many  different  jobs,  using  different 
tools  and  different  implements;  some  of  them  maybe  for  only  a  few  days  in  the 
season.    Farmers  have  less  chance  to  establish  routine  safety  habits,  so  they 
have  to  make  up  for  it  by  being  more  alert  at  all  times  than  workers  in  other 
industries.    That,  brother  is  quite  a  job]    This  year  we  would  like  to  set  up 
some  sort  of  record  of  what  farm  broadcasters  do  during  Farm  Safety  Week  to 
make  farmers  more  safety  conscious.    Let  us  know  about  any  of  the  safety 
programs  you  put  on  at  that  time,  or  any  of  your  other  farm  safety  activities. 
If  you  haven't  already  made  your  safety  plans,  you  still  have  time  to  cook  up 
some  ideas  to  help  save  farm  lives.    "Safety  makes  sense." 

USDA  Aid  in  Weather  Disasters 

This  week  the  Farmers'  Home  Administration  is  surveying  the  Louisiana 
parishes  hit  by  the  hurricane  to  determine  the  extent  of  need  for  emergency 
loans  for  farm  operating  expenses.    FHA  loans  are  also  available  for  repair 
and  replacement  of  farm  houses  and  barns  damaged  and  destroyed  by  the  hurricane. 
Through  its  direct  food  distribution  program,  the  Department  has  offered  avail- 
able stocks  of  surplus  foods  to  help  victims  of  that  heavy  blow.    To  feed  an 
estimated  3>000  head  of  cattle  stranded  in  the  wake  of  the  hurricane,  USDA  made 
available  for  donation  35>000  bushels  of  corn  stored  in  Port  Arthur,  Texas.  .  . 
.  .  Because  wet  weather  in  the  Southwest  at  harvest  time  resulted  in  a  higher- 
than-usual  percentage  of  light  test  wheat,  the  Department  is  relaxing  the  '57 
crop  wheat  price  support  requirements  to  include  light-weight  wheat  that 
otherwise  would  not  be  eligible  for  price  support. 

Wheat  Support  Rates  Unchanged 

Earlier  this  week,  the  Department  announced  that  the  national  average 
support  price  for  1957-crop  wheat  will  be  unchanged  at  the  previously  announced 
rate  of  $2.00  per  bushel.    The  law  requires  a  redetermination  of  the  support 
rate  on  the  basis  of  the  parity  price  of  wheat  at  the  beginning  of  the  marketing 
year  and  the  wheat  supply  relationship  at  this  time.    No  change  is  indicated 
in  that  redetermination. 
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County  Agents  in  Audrey  Rescue 

USDA  Extension  Adm'r  C.  M.  Ferguson  has  received  from  Acting  Director 
J.  C.  Richard  reports  from  Louisiana  that  10  county  agents  and  8  home  demonstra- 
tion agents  caught  in  Hurricane  Audrey,  performed  valiant  rescue  services. 
Home  Dem.  Agt.  Iva  Free  was  at  her  home  near  Lake  Charles,  La.,  but  returned 
to  Cameron  Parish  the  morning  after  by  helicopter  to  take  part  in  the  rescue 
vork.    Associate  Agent  Robert  Verret  and  his  family  rode  out  the  storm  tied  to 
rafters  in  the  attic  of  their  home  to  escape  the  rising  waters.    County  Agent 
Hadley  Fontenot  and  his  family  survived  the  storm  at  the  Parish  Courthouse, 
one  of  the  few  buildings  in  Cameron  Parish  not  levelled  or  heavily  damaged. 
Mrs.  Free  took  charge  of  the  Red  Cross-operated  kitchen  and  helped  distribute 
food  and  clothing.    The  others  engaged  in  relief,  food  and  clothing  distribu- 
tion, and  sanitary  work  in  cooperation  with  health  officers.    Agents  in  the 
parishes  on  the  fringe  of  the  storm  are  active  in  relief  work  and  using  all 
media  for  distributing  information  on  rehabilitation,  sanitation  and  other 
problems . 

Plant  Explorers  May  Change  Landscape 

This  week  the  Department  revealed  tentative  plans  for  a  search  by  U.S. 
plant  explorers  in  Brazil,  Paraguay,  and  Uruguay  for  all  types  of  ornamentals 
adapted  to  the  warm,  humid  parts  of  this  country.    The  plant  hunters  will  start 
early  in  1958  and  look  especially  for  flowering  trees  and  new  and  interesting 
house  plants.    Meanwhile  USDA  botanist  Fred  G.  Meyer,  who  is  now  hunting  for 
Mediterranean-type  ornamentals  in  southern  Europe  for  introduction  in  mild- 
climate  parts  of  the  U.S.,  will  go  to  England,  Scotland,  Holland,  and  West 
Germany  in  search  of  hollies  and  other  hardwood  ornamentals  for  the  colder 
parts  of  the  U.S.    Last  winter,  Dr.  J.  L.  Creech,  who  heads  the  USDA's  Plant 
Introduction  Garden  at  Glenn  Dale,  Md.  collected  nearly  700  species  of 
cultivated  and  wild  ornamentals  in  Japan,  including  219  chrysanthemum  varieties, 
camellia,  holly,  crytomeria  tree,  evergreen  oaks  and  both  earth  and  tree-living 
orchids.    This  is  said  to  be  the  largest  and  finest  single  collection  of 
ornamentals  ever  gathered  for  our  southern  States.    Eventually  it  may  give  a 
new  look  to  ornamental  landscaping  in  the  South.    This  work  was  done  under  the 
joint  sponsorship  of  USDA  and  the  Longwood  Foundation,  Inc.    Before  any  of  the 
newly- collected  varieties  can  be  released,  they  are  screened  for  diseases  and 
propagated  at  the  USDA  Plant  Introduction  Garden.    Then  the  foundation  stock 
is  shared  with  Longwood  Gardens,  and  the  Department's  share  is  sent  to  State 
experiment  stations  and  nurseries,  where  the  plants  are  tested  for  adaptation 
to  local  climate  and  soils. 

Price  Support  on  Flue-Cured  Tobacco 

Today  the  Department  announced  price  support  rates  for  '57  crop  flue- 
cured  tobacco  grown  in  Alabama,  Florida,  Georgia,  North  Carolina,  South 
Carolina,  and  Virginia.    The  average  loan  rate  will  be  50.8  cents  per  pound. 
The  loans  will  be  made  on  the  basis  of  Official  Standard  Grades  at  a  specified 
rate  for  each  grade,  with  a  5  cents  per  pound  differential  between  tied  and 

untied  tobacco  Cotton  growers  approved  marketing  quotas  for  this  year's 

crops  of  cotton  last  December.    Uhen  cotton  marketing  quotas  are  in  effect,  a 
farmer  who  doesn't  comply  with  his  cotton  acreage  allotment  is  subject  to  c 
penalty  on  his  farm  marketing  excess.    Today  that  penalty  on  upland  cotton  was 
announced  as  18.5  cents  per  pound,  and  for  extra  long  staple  at  39 • 8  cents. 


-  3  - 


Twin  Beef  Calves  Report  on  Rations 

This  week  Beltsvllle  scientists  reported  their  third  series  of  experimental 
feeding  of  identical  twin  "beef  calves.    They  find  that  calves  can  subsist  on 
low  quality  forage,  typical  of  that  found  on  many  winter  ranges,  plus  a  small 
amount  of  protein  supplement,  and  still  recover  to  make  good  gains  and  good  beef. 
Lean  meat  of  the  underfed  animals  was  good,  although  fat  flavor  in  two  cases 
wasn't  quite  as  good  as  that  of  the  better  fed  animals.    This  suggests  that 
combined  protein  and  energy  restrictions  more  severe  than  those  of  the  tests 
might  affect  meat  flavor  unfavorably.    Overall  feed  efficiency  of  the  identical 
twins  was  about  the  same  regardless  of  diet.    The  underfed  twin  just  took  three 
months  more  to  reach  slaughter  than  did  its  fullfed  twin. 

Better  Cottonseed  Meal  for  Chickens 

In  a  special  report  ARS  researchers  reveal  that  they  have  now  improved 
cottonseed  meal  so  it  is  being  used  in  mixed  feeds  for  broilers  and  growing 
chickens  with  satisfactory  results.    Cottonseed  meal  has  long  been  recognized 
as  a  first-rate  source  of  protein  for  cattle  and  sheep  feeds,  but  considered 
dangerous  for  poultry  and  hogs.    Tests  with  the  improved  cottonseed  meal  show 
that  rations  with  equal  amounts  of  it  and  soybean  meals  are  equal  or  superior 
to  rations  based  on  either  of  these  proteins  alone. 

AAACE  Meet  to  Discuss  Broadcast  Changes 

At  Fort  Collins,  Colo.,  the  American  Association  of  Agricultural  College 
Editors  holds  its  annual  meeting  July  1^-17.    Under  the  defiant  theme  "AAACE 
Accepts  the  Challenge"  the  editors  are  expected  to  come  to  grips  with  changes 
now  going  forward  in  communications  media,  newspapers,  magazines,  radio,  and 
television.    In  the  workshop  sessions  on  broadcasting,  they  will  consider 
probable  effects  of  color  TV  and  new  radio  formats  on  the  Ul5,000  county 
programs  a  year  by  Extension  Service  personnel  throughout  the  country.  Considera- 
tion attention  will  be  given  to  evaluating  short,  20  seconds  to  1  minute  spots 
vs.  fixed-time  package  shows.    Visual  aids,  and  the  need  to  improve  the 
professional  skills  and  abilities  of  educational  programmers  are  also  scheduled 
for  discussion. 

Topside  Wheat  Prospects  Favorable 

FAS  says  that  judging  from  preliminary  reports  the  outlook  for  the  '57 
wheat  crop  in  Northern  Hemisphere  countries  is  generally  favorable.    Most  of 
Europe  expects  better  harvests  than  last  year,  and  a  number  of  countries  in 
Asia  report  prospects  good.    As  seeding  was  only  recently  completed  in  Canada, 
official  estimates  of  planted  acreage  will  not  be  available  until  August.  Total 
wheat  production  in  the  U.S.  is  expected  to  be  about  3  percent  less  than  in  '56. 
Japan  is  expected  to  have  a  smaller  crop  than  the  crops  of  the  past  3  years  and 
somewhat  less  than  expected  earlier  this  season.    Mexico's  \rheat  production  is 
at  an  all-time  high,  9  percent  more  than  last  year  with  acreage  and  yields  both 
larger. 

New  Fruit  Varieties  for  Great  Plains 

For  release  PM  July  17,  the  Department  is  announcing  nine  new  varieties 
of  fruits  for  home  gardens  in  the  Northern  Great  Plains.    They  include  k  apples, 
2  plums,  2  sand-cherry  plums,  and  1  apricot  variety.    All  were  developed  at 
Mandan,  North  Dakota.    For  further  details  see  the  release. 
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Network  Farm  Heirs  Programs  and  Changes 

Effective  July  6  the  "American  Farmer"  "becomes  the  "American  Farm  News" 
and  will  "be  aired  at  11:05  to  11:15  a.m.  EOT  on  the  newly  designated  "American 
Broadcasting  network" .    The  new  American  Farm  News  format  will  feature  a  farm 
news  summary,  and  include  one  or  two  short  features. 

As  usual,  on  July  6  at  9:30  a.m.  EEC,  Claude  Mahoney  will  present  his 
"CBS  Farm  News"  over  the  Columbia  network.    Claude  concentrates  on  farm  news 
as  it  develops  and  news  features. 

July  13  at  noon  on  NBC,  "The  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  will  have  a 
Cross  Country  Crop  Roundup,  featuring  reports  by  six  farm  broadcasters  from 
east  to  west  and  a  summary  from  Washington. 

That  same  weekend,  on  the  Clear  Channel  Stations,  Hollis  Seavey  will 
present  several  U.S.  Agriculture  Attaches  in  a  discussion  with  Paul  Quintus, 
FAS,  on  "Prospects  for  Farm  Exports  during  the  Coming  Year." 

July  11  USDA  TV  Packages  will  go  out:  These  will  include  script  and  19 
pictures  showing  why  the  Soybean  Cyst  Nematode  is  causing  such  a  stir  from  belt 
to  belt  in  the  soybean  country;  and  two  one-minute,  four-picture  scripts  (l) 
on  Automation  Research  in  Agricultural  Markets  and  (2)  Know  the  Poultry  You  Buy. 

RFD  Close-Up  on  Flood  Control 

Roddy  Peeples,  KGNO,  Dodge  City,  Kansas,  last  month  led  29  farmers  on  a 
one- day  bus  trip  to  Cheyenne,  Okla. ,  and  tour  of  the  watershed  of  the  Sandstone 
Creek  tributary  of  the  Washita  River.    KGNO  sponsored  the  trip  to  give  their 
local  farmers  a  close-up  of  good  conservation  management  and  the  flood-reducing 
value  of  detention  dams.    That  watershed  was  the  first  in  the  U.S.  completely 

treated  under  the  Flood  Control  Act  of  *kk  Harvey  Dinkins,  WSJS, 

Winston-Salem,  N.C.,  reports  life  beautiful  when  you  take  your  close-ups  all 
surrounded  by  aspirants  to  the  crown  of  N.C.  June  Dairy  Month  Princess.  He 
was  one  of  five  judges  of  the  finals  and,  of  course,  told  each  of  the  ten 
runner s-up,  it  was  three  other  fellows  who  kept  her  out  of  the  croxra.    He  had 

the  winner  on  his  June  28  TV  program  "Early  Show"  Stacey  Cole,  WKNE, 

Keene,  N.  H.  and  Pres.  N.  H.  Farm  Bureau  Fed.,  has  just  completed  his  ikth  year 
of  farm  broadcasting  on  a  daily  basis  from  his  "Red  Crow  Farm".    Stacey  has 
one  daily  show  5-6  a.m.,  and  another  Mon.-Fri.  12:20-12:30  p.m.  and  Tues.  and 
Thurs.  6:30-6:^0  a.m.    He  claims  regular  listeners  throughout  the  northeastern 
states  and  in  Canada  too.  .  .  .Dennis  Avery,  WKAR,  Mich.  State  U. ,  East  Lansing, 
is  here  working  with  us  this  summer  in  radio  and  TV,  as  a  student  trainee. 
Jaqueline  BuMars,  Kan.  State.,  is  in  Press  Service  now,  will  join  us  later. 

What  About  USDA  Talks  and  Tapes  for  NATRFDs? 


We  want  your  suggestions  -  so  we  can  do  better  next  time.    Don't  pull 
any  punches]    Let  us  know  how  usable  you  found  the  tapes  we  provided.    Also  how 
useful  you  found  the  talks  at  Beltsville.    Some  have  already  written  -  but  we'd 
like  to  hear  from  a  lot  more  of  you  with  any  suggestions  and  advice  you  who 
were  here  at  the  meeting  may  have. 


Sincerely, 


Layhe  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  &  Television  Service 
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RFO  UTTER, 

Radio  Farm  Directors  ^ 

From 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster:  Letter  No.  777 

As  we  suggested  last  week,  there's  an  all  year  'round  demand  for  safety 
precautions  in  farming.    National  Farm  Safety  Week,  beginning  July  21,  is  the 
springboard  from  which  we  all  take  off.    It  is  a  continuing  program.    As  the 
swift  seasons  roll,  we'll  be  taking  other  healthful  dips  in  this  subject. 
Right  now,  we're  watching  and  waiting  to  see  your  Farm  Safety  Week  flips  and 
swan- dives  -  Come  on  in,  the  water's  fine.' 

Soil  Bank  Works  as  Planned 

The  big  news  this  week  was  the  USDA  Crop  Reporting  Board's  first  major 
report  of  the  season.    It  covered  59  crops  planted  on  333  million  acres,  the 
lowest  total  acreage  in  nearly  ko  years.    But  we  raise  more  per  acre  these  days. 
Large  acreages  which  might  have  been  planted  to  wheat,  cotton  and  other  crops 
were  not  planted  because  of  drought  or  Soil  Bank  inducement.    When  he  saw  this 
report,  Acting  Sec'y  of  Agriculture  True  Morse  issued  a  statement  commending 
farmers  and  pointing  out  that  the  smaller  crops  of  wheat  and  corn  should  help 
reduce  carryovers.    He  said  this  means  the  Soil  Bank  is  working  as  planned  to 
reduce  surpluses.    Prospects  were  particularly  bright  for  hay  and  pasture. 
The  Board  noted  that  in  spite  of  planting  and  harvesting  trouble  from  rains, 
the  outlook  was  less  depressing  to  report  than  last  year's  drought.  Livestock 
were  eating  well,  with  little  work  needed  to  feed  them.    Water  hauling  common 
on  many  farms  last  year  could  be  forgotten. 

Emergency  Feed  Grain  Plan  Announced 

Yesterday  USDA  announced  a  '57  program  designed  to  supply  feed  grains 
for  disaster  relief  through  regular  trade  channels.    As  in  plans  of  other 
recent  years,  this  program  aims  to  maintain  foundation  herds  of  cattle,  sheep, 
and  goats  in  designated  disaster  areas.  .  .  .The  tremendous  growth  of  the 
poultry  industry  since  the  war  has,  from  time  to  time,  resulted  in  very  low 
prices  to  producers.    Following  recent  conferences  on  these  difficulties, 
Acting  Sec'y  Morse  yesterday  announced  that  government  and  private  lending 
agencies  have  agreed  to  cooperate  to  bring  more  stability  to  the  poultry  industry 
in  regard  to  credit  that  would  expand  production.    He  recommended  particular 
attention  to  the  industry's  productive  capacity  to  bring  about  a  better  balance 

between  production  and  demand  REA  reports  that  during  the  fiscal  year 

that  ended  June  30  it  made  loans  to  extend  and  improve  369  electric  systems, 
and  213  telephone  systems  in  ^3  States.    Adm'r  David  Hamil  noted  that  in  nearly 
all  States  rural  electric  systems  are  showing  a  healthy  increase  in  the  use 
of  farm  power.    Electric  systems  of  REA  borrowers  now  serve  more  than  k.3 
million  consumers.    Loans  made  in  fiscal  '57  will  bring  dial  telephone  service 
to  17l',,600  subscribers. 
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USDA  Moves  against  Enemy  Underground 

Yesterday  the  Department  announced  details  of  the  proposed  quarantine 
with  which  the  specialists  hope  to  stop  the  spread  from  the  Carolinas  of  that 
small,  innocent- looking  plant  known  as  witchweed.    You  remember,  witchweed 
was  discovered  for  the  first  time  on  this  Hemisphere  last  September  and  October 
in  North  and  South  Carolina.    But  it  lacks  a  long  way  of  being  just  a  Carolina 
problem.    Judging  by  what  it  has  done  in  its  native  habitat  in  South  Africa 
and  in  Asia,  our  experts  say  witchweed  can  put  the  double-whamray  on  corn  and 
other  crops  of  the  grass  family  most  anywhere  it  spreads.    Two  things  about  it 
make  it  especially  dangerous.    First,  just  one  little  witchweed  can  produce 
a  tremendous  number  of  microscopic  seed.    Second,  it  attacks  underground.  It 
penetrates  the  underground  roots  of  plants  it  attacks.    It  causes  a  destructive 
disease  that  may  reduce  to  zero  the  production  of  the  plant.    The  proposed 
quarantine  is  the  first  drafted  under  the  new  Federal  Plant  Pest  Law  and  the 
Plant  Quarantine  Law  of  1912.    A  quarantine  was  approved  by  farmers  from  the 
eight  now- known-to-be-infested  counties  in  March.    In  general,  the  proposals 
regulate  the  movement  interstate  of  soil,  plant  materials,  tools  and  other 
articles  that  might  spread  \ri.tchweed.    Drafts  of  the  proposed  regulations  are 
scheduled  to  appear  in  the  Federal  Register  today.    Thirty  days  will  be 
allowed  for  comments. 

Do  You  Accept  This  Challenge? 

Chuck  Martin,  KAML,  Kenedy,  Tex.,  informs  us  that,  as  friends  of  South 
Texas  farmers,  his  station  plans  to  have  farm  and  ranch  leaders  on  the  air  many 
times  during  National  Farm  Safety  Week,  July  21-27  to  express  their  side  of 
farm  safety.    He  claims  that  when  they  are  through,  South  Texas  will  have  the 
most  safety-minded  farmers  in  all  America.  -  Go  to  it  Chuck.'    And  may  there 
be  many  more  with  the  same  spirit  I  -  Let's  hear  from  the  other  precincts. 

Livestock  and  Meat  Price  Prospects 

If  consumer  income  stays  high,  our  AMS  economists  say  prospects  seem 
fairly  good  for  this  year's  better  livestock  prices  to  last  another  year  or  more. 
Cattle  prices  in  particular  may  hold  up  well  and  maybe  rise  further.  Farmers 
pig  crop  plans  seem  to  assure  sustained  hog  prices  through  the  summer  of  1958« 
You  can  expect  the  usual  trends,  of  course.    Prices  of  hogs  will  likely  go 
down  as  much  as  usual  this  fall  and  more  than  last  year.    They  may  be  as  high 
or  higher  than  a  year  ago  until  late  in  '57,  but  possibly  a  little  lower  after 
that.    Meat  consumption  per  person  this  year  is  now  forecast  at  159  pounds 
compared  with  last  year's  record  of  167  pounds.    Prices  of  meat  at  retail 
generally  have  been  higher  than  a  year  ago.    Among  pork  cuts,  bacon  is  up 
sharply  but  ham  up  less.    Ham  prices  are  normally  less  changeable  than  bacon. 

Hearing  on  Soybean  Pest  Expanded 

The  soybean  cyst  nematode  has  been  discovered  on  a  single  farm  in  the 
north-ire  stern  corner  of  Mississippi,  so  Mississippi  has  been  included  with 
Arkansas  and  Kentucky  in  the  proposals  for  a  quarantine  on  which  a  hearing  will 
be  held  in  Memphis  July  2k.  .  .  .The  percent  of  farms  with  telephones  is  double 
what  it  was  in  19^0  and  continues  to  increase  in  most  States.    As  of  a  year  ago, 
the  States  having  the  highest  percentage  of  farms  with  telephone  service  were 
Conn.,  Mass.,  and  N.  J. 
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A  Backward  and  Forward  Glance 


In  our  old  files  of  NATRFDs  letter  the  "RFD",  grandaddy  of  the  present 
day  "Chats";  we  have  run  across  a  piece  we  contributed  "back  in  19k6  when  Chuck 
Worcester  (then  CBS,  Wash.,  now  WMT,  Cedar  Rapids)  was  editor;  Herb  Plambeck, 
(WHO,  Des  Moines)  was  president,  Bill  Moshier  (then  KJR,  now  KOMO,  Seattle) 
was  vice-president,  and  we  were  secretary- treasurer,  operating  at  WBAP,  Ft.  Worth. 

In  our  "learned  and  pertinent"  comment  we  noted  that  "nearly  every  radio 
station  in  the  country  either  does,  plans  to,  or  wishes  it  could  have  a  farm 
department."    Even  so,  we  cautioned,  "there  will  eventually  come  a  leveling  off. 
The  profession  will  grow  more  competitive  and  only  level-headed,  resourceful 
persons  will  be  able  to  get  and  hold  farm  radio  jobs." 

Well,  there  seem  to  be  more  people  doing  farm  radio  now  than  ever  before, 
especially  more  than  in  19k6,  but  we  still  think  we  were  right  about  the  level- 
headed, resourceful  persons.    We  can  think  it  even  louder  because  we  aren't 
doing  a  radio  farm  director's  job  any  more. 

All  of  us  are  familiar  with  the  changes  now  taking  place  in  American  radio 
and  television  programming.    This  means,  to  us,  that  competition  for  time  on 
the  air  will  continue  to  get  tougher  and  that  the  farm  broadcasters  who  aspire 
to  stay  on  top  in  the  profession  will  be  the  ones  who  can  adapt  to  new  situations 
and  yet  continue  to  give  their  listeners  the  best  possible  service. 

Maybe  the  increase  in  population  and  changes  in  farm  and  city  living 
have  a  special  meaning  for  us.    As  cities  extend  into  the  country  and  farming 
becomes  more  of  a  town- and- country  business,  the  people  of  the  farms,  suburbia 
and  the  cities  find  more  mutual  situations. 

Maybe  we  should  slant  more  of  our  programs  about  agriculture  to  capture 
the  ears  of  non- farmers.    We  think  the  farmer  already  has  a  full  menu  of  town 
topics  on  his  receiver.    Certainly  there  is  a  better  job  to  be  done  for  agri- 
culture's public  relations.    What  do  you  think? 

Vets  to  Examine  Livestock  in  Cleveland 

On  closed  circuit  TV  that  is  -  Brian  Forster,  p.r.  American  Veterinary 
Medical  Association,  tells  us  that  at  AVMA's  9kth  Annual  Meeting,  to  be  held 
in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  August  19-22,  the  vets  will  present  22  of  their  101  sub- 
jects on  closed  circuit  TV.    Norm  Kraeft,  WGN  and  WGN-TV,  and  other  radio  and 
TV  farm  directors  will  be  there.    TODAY  will  also  drop  in.    Brian  says  all  in 
all  much  will  be  going  on  which  will  eventually  affect  livestock  farmers. 

Turkey  Flocks  and  Chick  Gains 

For  the  second  year  in  a  row,  farmers  face  record- size  turkey  flocks, 
with  prices  probably  reflecting  the  bumper  crop.    That  is,  unless  poult  hatches 
this  month  and  next  month  turn  out  less  than  half  the  output  in  July  and  August 
last  year.    AMS  reported  this  situation  this  week.    The  AMS  specialists  also 
pointed  out  that  last  year  farmers  averaged  the  lowest  prices  in  October-Dec. 
in  15  years.    The  prices  would  have  gone  down  even  more  if  USDA  hadn't  bought 
25  million  ready-f or-the-oven  turkeys  for  distribution  under  the  School  Lunch 

Program  In  its  July  "Agricultural  Situation"  release,  AMS  also  reports 

the  trend  continues  toward  fewer  but  bigger  chick  hatcheries.    The  first  of 
this  year,  the  U.S.  had  fewer  than  6,000  chick  and  poult  hatcheries  compared 
with  about  11,^00  hatcheries  23  years  ago.     Over  those  23  years,  total  incubator 
capacity  more  than  doubled  and  chick  production  trebled.    Two-thirds  of  the 
total  output  is  now  for  broilers.    Egg- type  chicks,  to  be  raised  for  replace- 
ments in  laying  flocks,  are  now  the  smallest  category  of  chicks. 
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Fast  Serves  over  the  Farm  Nets  Next  Week 

NBC  will  open  its  "Farm  Safety  Week"series  on  the  "National  Farm  and 
Home  Hour"  with  a  coast -to- coast  fore-hand  smash  Saturday  Noon,  July  20. 

Clear-Channel  Stations,  Hollis  Seavey  serving  for  "Agriculture  USA",  will 
return  July  19-20  weekend  with  a  quick  pick-up  on  "The  Conservation  Circus "at 
the  National  Boy  Scout  Jamboree,  at  Valley  Forge,  Pa. 

Claude  Mahoney  on  "CBS  Farm  News"  Saturday  morning,  expects  to  win  with 
his  well-timed  strokes  on  "Who  the  Farmer  Feeds" 

On  the  ABC  network's  "American  Farm  News"  the  Eastern  Regional  Research 
Laboratory  scientists  will  show  what  they  can  do  with  "New  Uses  for  Inedible 
Fats"  -  July  20.   

The  USDA  TV  Package  for  mailing  July  18  will  illustrate  the  recent  recom- 
mendations of  Beltsville  researchers  on  "Preservatives  for  Grass  Silage"  told 
with  ten  pictures.   "  

USDA  Consumer  TV  Package  for  mailing  July  17  is  2J-  to  3min.  sound  on  film, 
with  script,  and  starts  a  series  on  "Where  Does  Your  Food  Money  Go?"  This  first 
of  the  series  gives  you  a  Close-up  look  at  Bread.  Janet  Christensen  and  AMS  and 
MPS  now  shooting.  — 

Former  ^-H'ers  to  Get  Honors 

Maybe  you  are  one  of  'em!    If  you've  wondered  what  becomes  of  ex-U-H 
Club  members,  so  does  Extension  Service  and  the  National  Committee  on  Boys  and 
Girls  Club  Work.    They're  looking  for  eight  of  the  cation's  top  ranking  men  and 
women  with  k-R  background  to  give  them  k-E  Alumni  Recognition  awards.    We  know 
Herb  Plambeck,  WHO,  DesMoines,  la.,  got  one  of  those  awards  last  year;  including 
gold  key,  impressive  ceremonies,  accessory  honor.    Picking  eight  out  of  a  possible 
21  million  ex-H'ers  is  quite  a  job  -  and  quite  an  honor  to  the  pickee.  '57 
winners  will  be  announced  in  the  fall. 

Of  Mikes  and  Men: 

Norbert  Hansen  is  new  farm  director  on  WKTY,  laCrosse,  Wis  Joe  Gregory, 

for  the  past  8  years  director  of  information  of  the  American  Seed  Trade  association 
has  joined  WGN  to  help  Norm  Kraeft  with  "RFD  Chicagoland"  and  other  farm  programs. 
 Bot)  Rees,  Vir.  Poly.  Inst,  was  in  yesterday  for  a  session  of  shop  talk. 

Hasta  la  ViGta;    With  Spanish  dictionary  in  hand  (Webster's  of  course)  R.  Lyle 
Webster,  our  Director  of  Information,  departed  the  nation's  capital  yesterday 
headed  for  Turrialba,  Costa  Rica.    Lyle  is  on  leave  to  serve  the  Inter-American 
Institute  of  Agricultural  Sciences  as:  a  consultant "  at  the  South  American  Agri- 
cultural- and  Home  Economics^ Ext-.^  Info.  Seminar  in  Lima,  Peru,  "in  August.  -He<?ll 
consult  in  some  other  countries  too  and  get  home  about  Labor  Day. 


Sincerely, 


Layne'  Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  &  Television  Service 


RFO  LETTER 


Radio  Farm  Directors 

From  ^ 

Radio  and  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


July  19,  1957 

Dear  Farm  Broadcaster:  Letter  No. 778 

As  you  may  recall,  May  2  the  U.S.  Senate  asked  the  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture to  make  a  thorough  study  of  possible  ways  to  improve  the  feed  grain 
program  which  can  be  effective,  as  far  as  possible,  with  the  1958  crop.  Monday 
the  Secretary  transmitted  to  Congress  the  report  prepared  by  a  USDA  work  group 
to  meet  that  request.    It  contains  recommendations,  background  information,  the 
feed  grain- live stock  potential,  long  range  objectives  of  a  feed  grain  program, 
alternative  programs  in  pursuit  of  objectives,  and  an  appendix  describing  past 
price  support  programs  for  feed  grains. 

New  Dimension  in  Farm  Policy 

Talking  about  price  policy  for  the  basic  farm  commodities  Wednesday  at 
Las  Cruces,  New  Mexico,  Don  Paarlberg  pointed  out  that  we  are  about  to  enter  a 
new  dimension  in  agricultural  policy  -  production  in  volume.    Don,  you  know, 
is  Assistant  to  the  Secretary,  now  named  to  succeed  Earl  Butz  as  Assistant 
Secretary  of  Agriculture.    He  was  speaking  to  his  fellow  economists  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Western  Farm  Economic  Association.    He  outlined  the  3-Ds 
of  farm  policy  as  price,  volume,  and  cost  per  unit.    He  told  the  meeting  that 
so  far  we  have  concentrated  on  one  dimension,  price,  almost  to  the  exclusion  of 
the  other  dimensions,  volume  and  cost.    Whether  we  have  depression  or  inflation, 
need  more  production  or  less,  the  prescription  has  been  the  same:    raise  price 
supports.    This,  he  claimed,  is  too  simple  an  approach.    He  said  this  one- 
dimensional  approach  to  farm  policy  is  breaking  down  because  of  lost  markets 
and  inability  to  control  production,  and  because  it  does  so  little  for  the 
small  farmer.    Mr.  Paarlberg  declared  that  agricultural  products  are  likely  to 
continue  to  be  abundant.    Under  such  conditions  they  cannot  be  successfully 
priced  as  if  they  were  scarce.    He  concluded  that  it  seems  inevitable  that  in 
the  years  ahead,  we  will  broaden  agricultural  policy  to  include  two  objectives, 
price  and  volume,  rather  than  price  alone.    We  stand  between  two  policies,  one 
aged  and  weakening,  the  other  waiting  to  be  born.    On  one  hand  is  the  one- 
dimensional  approach  which  focuses  almost  exclusively  on  price.    On  the  other 
hand  is  a  two-dimensional  policy  which  would  focus  on  volume  as  well  as  price. 

Eggs  and  Egg  Price  Prospects 

Yesterday  AMS  predicted  the  seasonal  increase  in  farmers1  prices  for 
eggs  in  the  next  few  months  is  likely  to  be  more  pronounced  than  in  other 
recent  years.    The  marketing  specialists  said  that  after  late  summer,  prices 
are  likely  to  run  higher  than  the  year  before.    Hatchery  reports  show  almost 
20  percent  fewer  replacement  pullets  are  being  raised  than  last  year.  Egg 
production  will  be  down  more  than  usual  second  half  of  '57. 
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Oops.'  -  Sorry, 

Bob  Miller  (ULW,  Cincinnati)  co-chairman  of  the  1957  Uorld's  Conservation 
and  Plowing  Contests,  at  Peebles,  Ohio,  Sept.  17,  18,  19,  20  and  21,  has  plowed 
under  our  mistaken  notion  fchat  they  planned  to  have  large- screen  closed- circuit 
TV  facilities.  Bob  says  we  must  have  mixed  them  up  with  a  proposal  Norm  Kraeft 
of  UGN,  Chicago  has  put  out  in  regard  to  a  field  day  he  is  putting  on  in  coopera- 
tion with  some  folks  out  in  Illinois.  Thanks  for  the  correction,  Bob.'  And  our 
apologies  to  both  Bob  and  Norm  -  Anyway,  they  both  plan  shows  well  worth  talcing 
in  no  matter  how  you  see  them. 

Nobody  Here  But  Us  (Katchoo.' i)  -  Chickens 

This  week  USDA  scientists  reported  that  a  rapid  blood  test  for  the 
diagnosis  of  chronic  respiratory  disease  in  chickens  has  produced  promising 
results.    They  say,  however,  that  more  research  is  needed  to  develop  better  or 
new  testing  techniques.    The  blood  test  determines  the  status  of  pleuropneumonia- 
like  organisms  which  have  been  identified  by  researchers  in  the  Federal-State 
coordinated  fight  as  the  cause  of  chronic  respiratory  disease.    These  specialists 
have  demonstrated  that  this  disease  is  often  complicated  by  other  poultry 
diseases  and  together  these  infections  boost  the  death-rate  in  infected  flocks, 
result  in  fewer  eggs,  and  more  cost  in  feed  and  medication.    ARS's  Animal  Disease 
and  Paras?lte  Research  Division  will  continue  work  on  this  disease  and  infectious 
sinusitis  in  turkeys  to  find  more  about  how  these  diseases  are  spread  and  how  to 
treat  them.    Also  they  will  seek  new  tests  and  possibly  the  development  of 
vaccines  to  combat  these  infections  which  present  a  serious  economic  problem  to 
poult rymen. 

More  Farm  Radio  Now 

Just  back  from  the  AAACE  meeting  in  Fort  Collins,  Jules  Renaud  of  this 
office  reports  a  good  radio-TV  session.    Counting  the  wives  and  children  enjoy- 
ing the  warmer  than  usual  weather  in  colorful  Colorado,  Jules  notes  there  were 
35^  AAACER's  at  the  meeting.    He  say©  the  radio  editors  report  an  upsurge  in 
number  of  farm  radio  programs,  many  with  changed  formats.    Short  features  seem 
stylish  now  and  many  are  being  used  during  the  disc  jockey  part  of  the  daily 
schedule  as  well  as  during  the  regular  farm  program.    TV  news  directors  are 
calling  for  more  short  news  films  and  spots.    They  want  visual  materials  2-3 
minutes  in  length  for  use  in  daily  news  programs.    Jules  also  stopped  in  Peoria, 
111,  and  Albany,  Calif. ,  to  plan  shooting  scripts  for  more  Beltsville  Newsreel 
features  from  the  ARS  Utilization  Laboratories. 

More  Swapping  of  Uorld  Farm  Stuffs 

As  you  know,  U.S.  exports  of  agricultural  commodities  are  now  at  an 
all-time  high.    This  week  FAS  reported  we're  not  alone.    They  say  the  world  as 
a  whole  is  trading  more  agricultural  products  than  ever  before.    Two  years  ago 
\/hen  the  U.S.  expanded  its  "competitive  pricing"  program  and  launched  its 
foreign  marketing  program  under  Public  Law  k80,  many  foreign  countries  feared 
a  cut-throat  race  for  markets.    From  1951  to  '55  their  ag.  exports  made  constant 
gains,  while  ours  lagged.    \Je  aimed  to  restore  our  competitive  position,  without 
disrupting  their  exports.    Now,  with  U.S.  and  world  exports  both  at  a  peak,  it 
looks  like  that's  the  way  it  has  worked.    You  can  get  the  details  from  the 
Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  for  July  15  on  "Foreign  Countries  Also  Sharing  in 
Agricultural  Export  Peak."    Urite  if  you  want  it. 
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Jack  Jackson  to  Join  National  Grange 

C.  \J.  "Jack"  Jackson,  since  19^7  director  of  agricultural  programs  for 
KCMO,  Kansas  City  (and  later  KCMO-TV),  -will  leave  September  1  to  become 
Director  of  Public  Relations  for  the  National  Grange,  with  headquarters  here. 

The  announcment  is  being  made  this  weekend  simultaneously  by  KCMO  and 
the  Grange.    Jack  will  become  the  second  past -pre si dent  of  the  Nat'l  Ass'n  of 
Television  and  Radio  Farm  Directors  to  become  a  Nat'l  Grange  official.  Roy 
Battles,  formerly  of  \JL\I,  Cincinnati,  is  assistant  to  the  Master  of  the  Grange, 
Herschel  Newsom. 

A  real  pioneer  in  a  not-too-old  profession,  Jackson  started  doing  farm 
radio  as  county  agricultural  agent  in  Houston  during  the  late  war,  following 
which  he  became  extension  radio  specialist  at  Texas  Ac  M  College  and  ran  the 
daily  Texas  Farm  and  Home  Hour  on  a  group  of  stations  plus  other  programs  and 
worked  with  extension  personnel  over  the  Lone  Star  State. 

He  was  recruited  for  KCMO  service  by  Joe  Hartenbower,  station  manager, 
who  has  been  a  consistent  supporter  of  service  to  agriculture  by  radio  and 
television,  and  past  board  member  of  the  Nat'l  Ass'n  of  Radio  and  Television 
Broadcasters.    They  made  a  good  team,  and  the  KCMO  farm  service  has  won  several 
outstanding  awards  and  credits,  including  Jackson's  winning  of  the  American 
Farm  Bureau  Federation  Award  in  1954.    At  KCMO,  Jack  has  gone  twice  to  Europe 
and  once  around  the  world  with  some  of  his  farmer  listeners  in  quest  of  agri- 
cultural information.    His  two  assistants,  George  Stevens  and  Jack  Wise,  will 
carry  on  at  KCMO.    Welcome  to  the  nation's  agricultural  capital,  Jackson. 

Plastic  Covers  for  Trench  Silos 

Department  researchers  report  that  in  their  experiments  the  use  of 
air-tight  plastic  covers  on  trench,  bunker  and  stack  type  silos  has  cut 
surface  spoilage  and  total  storage  losses  in  those  horizontal  types  to  the 

equivalent  of  the  surface  spoilage  in  the  usual  tower-type  silo  

USDA  has  released  nine  hardy  new  varieties  of  fruits  developed  at  the  Northern 
Great  Plains  Field  Station  at  Mahdan,  N.D.    Four  of  these  are  apples,  two 
plums,  2  sand-cherry  plums,  and  one  apricot.    Their  cold  hardiness  makes  them 
specially  suited  for  trial  in  N.D. ,  S.D. ,  and  eastern  parts  of  Mont.,  Uyo. , 

Colo.,  and  northern  Minn  Discounts  to  discourage  plantings  of  wheat 

varieties  of  inferior  milling  and  baking  qualities  were  included  in  the 
price-support  program  for  the  first  time  last  year.    This  week  the  USDA  named 
8  more  to  be  added  to  the  list  of  23  undesirable  varieties  listed  in  the  '57 
wheat  price  support  program.    That  means  that  in  the  '58  support  program  there 
will  be  discounts  on  31  undesirable  wheat  varieties.    Acreages  of  these 
"undesirable"  varieties  have  been  declining  in  recent  years  anyway,  but  USDA 
officials  credit  the  discount  in  the  price  support  program  with  speeding  up 
the  trend. 

Homemade  Jams  and  Jellies 

That's  the  title  of  USDA  01  Picture  Story  No.  106  for  August.  It 
tells  and  shows  in  17  pictures  how  to  make  peach  jam  with  powdered  pectin, 
plum  jelly  with  liquid  pectin,  and  apple  jelly  without  pectin  

This  Year's  Hybrid  Corn  Acreage 

The  Crop  Reporting  Board  has  reported  not  as  much  corn  acreage  planted 
with  hybrid  seed  this  year  -  but  not  nearly  as  much  acreage  in  corn  of  any 
kind.    Percentage -wise  hybrid  varieties  edged  up  again  this  year  to  make  921- 
percent  of  our  total  corn  acreage.    Of  course,  in  most  of  the  Corn  Belt  nearly 
all  corn  acreage  has  been  in  hybrids  for  a  number  of  years. 
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To  be  caught  in  Farm  Nets  July  22-27 

NBC  on  its  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  network  Sat.  noon,  July  27 
will  feature  "Control  of  Insects  with  Diseases"  -  a  new  development  that  may 
make  you  sit  up  and  take  notice.'    Janet  Christensen,  R&TV,  will  tell  "How  to 
Judge  Good  (Melons,  Peaches,  Pears,  Lemons  and  Limes)  Fruit." 

You  won't  want  to  miss  Claude  Mahoney  on  "CBS  Farm  News"  Saturday 
morning.    Claude  is  keeping  mum  about  it,  but  he  assures  us  it  will  be  news. 

Dennis  Avery  is  pinch-hitting  for  Jack  Towers  on  "American  Farm  News" 
over  ABC  July  27,  while  Jack  is  home  in  S.D.  due  to  illness  in  his  family. 
Bert  Hutchison,  ARS,  will  also  present  a  feature  on  "Plastic  Covers  for  Ground 
Silos". 

On  the  27th  weekend  on  the  Clear  Channel  Stations,  Hollis  Seavey  will 
present  scientists  from  the  Eastern  Regional  Research  Laboratory  of  the  USDA 
on  "New  Uses  for  Farm  Waste  Fats"  and  "Agricultural  Starches  for  Tanning  Hides." 

The  USDA  TV  Package  for  mailing  July  25  will  present  "Electric  House 
Heating"  as  illustrated  by  the  Rural  Electrification  Administration  with  12 
still  pictures,  and  "Hot  Heather  Comfort  for  Livestock"  as  provided  by  ARS 
researchers  and  shown  in  11  pictures. 

Of  Mikes  and  Men 

George  Loesing,  who  was  a  trainee  with  us  last  summer,  graduated  last 
month  in  agricultural  journalism  from  the  University  of  Missouri.    This  week 
he  again  joined  Radio  and  TV  Service,  this  time  as  a  regular  member  of  our 
staff.    Now  we'll  "let  George  do  it".    He'll  devote  himself  first  to  our 

services  to  individual  radio  stations.    Welcome  back,  son  The  latest 

report  from  WTIC,  Hartford,  Conn.,  Farm  Youth  Program  tells  of  an  award  to 
17  year-old  Walter  Bracken,  one  of  the  young  dairy  farmers  who  have  borrowed 
from  the  station  to  buy  pure-bred  heifers.    Walt's  prize  for  outstanding 
accomplishment  is  a  trip  to  the  FFA  convention  in  Kansas  City  in  October.  .  . 
.  .  .Phil  Alampi,  ex-ta'er  and  past  pres.  NATRFD,  now  N.J.  Sec'y  of 
Agriculture,  writes  with  exclamation  points  that  he  agrees  with  our  forward 
glance  in  last  week's  letter. 

TV  -  A  Member  of  the  Family 

Your  family  -  and  our  family's  family.    NARTB  President  Harold  Fellows 
and  TvB  President  Norman  Cash  announce  that  U.S.  broadcasters  are  planning  a 
strong  National  Television  Week  September  8  to  1^.    They  aim  to  unite  stations 
and  networks  in  an  all-out  effort  to  dramatize  how  television  serves  America. 
The  theme  chosen  for  this  year's  observation  is  'Television  -  A  Member  of  the 
Family. ' 


P.S.    Congratulations  to  Bob  Crom,  formerly  with  this  office!    He's  recently 
had  a  promotion  at  N.D.S.C.  but  more  important  maybe  is  the  fact  that  the 
tough  tornado  that  swirled  destruction  through  Fargo,  N.D. ,  missed  his  house 
by  a  few  blocks. 


Sincerely, 


Layrie  Beaty,  Chief  f 
Radio  h  Television  Service 


RFD  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radjfd[0|^  Service 

Office  of  Informational  S.K*p£rt]nent  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


July  26 ,  1957 
Letter  No. 779 


Yesterday  morning,  at  the  Custer,  South  Dakota,  meeting  of  the  ten 
State  Great  Plains  Agricultural  Council,  Under  Secretary  True  Morse  discussed 
progress  with  the  Great  Plains  Program.    Later,  at  a  Rotary  Club  luncheon  in 
Rapid  City,  S.D.  he  talked  on  the  strength  in  American  agriculture. 

Teamwork  to  Reach  Plains  Goal 

At  Custer  the  Under  Secretary  pointed  out  that  the  10  Great  Plains 
states  have  37  percent  of  the  Nation's  land,  kO  percent  of  its  cropland,  produce 
60  percent  of  our  wheat,  and  k-0  percent  of  our  cattle.    He  noted  that  devastat- 
ing drought  broke  into  devastating  floods  within  the  past  six  months  in  parts 
of  the  Plains.    Now  wide  areas  have  moisture  for  grass  and  crops.    But  Mr. 
Morse  warned  that  it  will  take  strong,  aggressive  leadership  -  and  intensified 
educational  programs  -  to  get  farmers  and  landowners  to  now  get  grass  started 
on  land  that  needs  to  be  taken  out  of  cultivation.    He  declared  that  a  hard 
job  --  a  real  challenge.    He  commended  the  starts  farmers  have  made  to  shift 
to  adapted  land  use  under  the  major  new  inducements  offered  by  the  Soil  Bank. 
He  urged  every  oommunity  needing  to  adjust  to  a  more  durable  and  permanent  type 
of  farming  to  prepare  now  to  encourage  farmers  to  get  the  advantage  of  avail- 
able Conservation  Reserve  contracts.    The  Great  Plains  Conservation  Program 
is  important  new  long-term  help.    Also  Soil  Surveys  and  land  classification 
have  been  speeded-up.    Small  watershed  development  is  moving  ahead.  Local 
committees  and  land  owners  are  selecting  ACP  practices  that  help  stabilize 
farm  and  ranch  operations.    FHA  loans  for  individual  farms  and  ranches  are 
more  and  more  being  made  according  to  Great  Plains  conditions.    As  a  result 
of  these  and  other  arrangements  more  farmers  shift  their  land  into  adapted  use 
especially  more  grassland  farming. 


Secretary  Stresses  Understanding  and  Cooperation 


Earlier  in  the  week  at  Missoula,  Mont.,  Secretary  Benson  addressed  a 
combined  meeting  of  the  C  of  C  and  Service  Clubs  at  which  he  stressed  that 
farmers  need  city  people  and  city  people  need  farmers.    He  estimated  that 
within  the  next  20  to  50  years,  demand  for  timber,  for  water,  and  for  forest 
recreation  may  double.    Large  as  the  national  forests  are,  they  are  not  large 
enough  to  provide  each  and  every  group  of  users  with  exclusive  use  of  all  the 
areas  each  group  wants.    That's  why  USDA  stresses  multiple  use  and  sustained 
yield  of  resources  as  over-all  objectives  of  national- forest  management. 


Girdles  Earth  with  Farm  Tapes 


Ron  (Phineas  Fogg)  McCullough,  CFAC,  Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada,  is 
back  from  his  80-day  trip  around  the  world.    He  didn't  bring  back  any  Indian 
Princess,  but  did  return  with  other  key  personnel  and  farmers  from  20  countries 
on  tape;  including  some  from  Japan,  Thailand,  Burma,  India,  Ceylon,  Pakistan 
and  most  of  the  European  countries .    In  interviewing  farmers  in  the  more  tongue- 
twisting  countries,  he  used  an  interpreter.    He  has  run  the  series  on  6  Alberta 
stations,  sponsored  by  a  grain  handling  co-op,  but  is  willing  to  select  5  or 
10  of  the  best  and  shoot  them  down  to  us,  if  any  of  you  U.S.  RFDs  are  interested. 

With  an  assist  from  John  Stordy,  FAO  radio  officer,  Ron  interviewed 
FAO  Dir.  Gen'l  B.  R.  Sen  in  Rome.    Among  other  RFDs  he  met  were  my  old  friends 
Wolf  vonTucher  at  Munich,  Raymond  Cherrier  in  Paris,  and  the  BBC  boys  in 
London . 

Water  Problems  of  Farm  and  City 

At  Asiloraar,  (near  Monterey)  Calif.,  August  28-31,  the  Soil  Conserva- 
tion Society  of  America  Convention  will  highlight  water  and  water  problems 
as  never  before.    These  conservationists,  including  a  number  of  our  top  USDA 
and  other  government  specialists,  will  discuss  the  increasing  water  problem 
of  cities  and  industries  and  the  increasing  demands  on  water  for  agriculture. 
They  intend  to  find  answers  to  too  much  and  too  little  water  in  farm  and  city 
communities.  .  .  .  August  30  is  also  the  day  set  for  the  '57  Illinois  State 
Plowing  Matches  and  Conservation  Field  Day  that  Norm  Kraeft,  WGN,  Chicago,  has 
been  telling  you  about.    Bruce  Dennis,  WGN  radio  program  manager,  says  WGN  is 
cooperating  in  the  event  as  a  service  to  agriculture  to  encourage  conservation 
farming.    That  day  Norm  will  originate  his  noontime  farm  show  from  the' field 
day  farm  site  h  miles  north  of  Huntley,  111.,  and  broadcast  a  half -hour  taped 
program  with  on-the-spot  interviews  that  evening. 

Crop  Beard  Covers  Flower  Industry 

USDA  AMS  Crop  Reporting  Board  has  just  made  its  first  report  covering 
the  flower  industry.    This  report  summarizes  the  findings  on  a  "pilot"  survey 
conducted  in  Calif.,  Colo.,  Fla.,  111.,  and  Iowa.,  as  a  cross-section  of  the  cut 
flower  business.    It  reports  the  past  year's  production  and  sales  and  '57 
intentions  in  carnations,  chrysanthemums,  gladiolus,  and  roses. 

Peaches  Call  for  Better  Handling 

After  tests  in  Pa.  and  S.C.,  on  peach  hydrocooling,  shipping,  and  use 
of  fungicide,  AMS  marketing  researchers  report  that  mature  peaches  can't  be 
shipped  successfully  in  present  containers,  even  though  hydrocooled,  unless 
transit  and  hydrocooling  temperatures  are  lowered  enough  to  reduce  ripening 
more  than  at  present.    They  say  this  emphasizes  the  need  for  a  container  that 
will  protect  the  peaches  better  under  present  handling  methods . 

Growing  Use  of  Frozen  Vegetables 

AMS  Review  of  the  Vegetable  Situation,  out  today,  reports  vegetables 
eating  now  at  a  relatively  high  level.    Any  further  long-term  gain  probably 
will  have  to  be  made  in  competition  with  mo^e  livestock  and  livestock  products. 
More  per  capita  use  of  vegetables  past  15  tot20  years  had  been  due  entirely 
to  expansion  in  processing,  especially  in  u&s  of  frozen  vegetables.    This  trend 
will  continue. 


-  3  - 


Milk  Tankers  Keep  Rolling  Along 

In  its  forthcoming  August  issue  of  "Agricultural  Marketing",  Donald 
Agnew,  economic  researcher  of  AMS,  reports  that  the  fast  moving  trend  toward 
bulk  cooling  and  handling  of  milk  will  continue  in  most  markets  during  the  next 
year.    He  finds  that  milk  in  bulk  tanks  moves  at  leas  cost,  and  predicts  the 
switch  from  can  to  bulk  handling  methods  may  mean  a  saving  of  five  to  twelve 
million  dollars  a  year  to  the  dairy  industry.    With  bulk  assembly,  he  points  out, 
the  milk  dealer,  hauler,  and  dairy  farmer  each  have  a  new  set  of  costs  and 
investments  for  cooling,  hauling,  handling,  and  receiving  the  milk.    Milk  marketing 
methods  are  undergoing  considerable  reorganization  as  bulk  assembly  is  adopted. 
A  part  of  the  job  and  part  of  the  cost  of  receiving  milk  is  shifted  from  the 
city  milk  plant  to  the  farm  and  from  plant  labor  to  the  truck  driver  and  the  farmer. 
But  the  conversion  to  bulk  handling  has  moved  faster  than  anyone  anticipated. 
Milk  in  bulk  can  move  more  freely,  can  be  held  longer  without  appreciable  change 
in  quality  and  can  move  longer  distances  to  market.    The  ability  to  move  milk 
more  easily,  in  larger  quantity,  and  over  longer  distance  gives  the  bulk  plant 
a  chance  to  reorganize  its  milk  procurement  and  many  farmers  a  larger  number 

of  potential  outlets  for  their  milk  In  this  same  August  issue,  C.  I. 

Hendrickson  of  the  Special  Crop  Section  tells  about  a  curve  in  the  market  road 
for  growers  of  Cigar  Binder  Tobacco.    This  will  affect  tobacco  growers  in  the 
Connecticut  Valley  and  Wisconsin  Other  articles  will  show  how  "Coopera- 
tion Pays  Off  in  Marketing  Research";  How  AMS  scientists  at  the  USDA  Savannah 
Stored-Products  Insects  Laboratory  have  found  highly  effective  ways  to  kill 
Indian-Meal  moths;  other  specialists  will  trace  the  fast  growing  use  of  frozen 
prepared  foods;    the  use  of  our  surplus  foods  to  aid  the  world's  needy, tell  of 
a  New  potato  Warehouse  Crane  and  other  new  developments. 

Tough  Soybean  Pest  Faces  Quarantine 

Today  a  Federal  quarantine  against  that  serious  threat  to  soybean 
growers,  the  Soybean  cyst  nematode,  went  into  effect  in  North  Carolina,  Tennessee, 
and  Missouri.    Wednesday,  in  Memphis,  the  Department  held  a  hearing  to  also  con- 
sider a  similar  quarantine  against  this  pest  in  Arkansas,  Kentucky,  and  Mississippi. 
Kentucky  and  Mississippi  officials  favored,  but  Arkansas  preferred  to  proceed  on 
a  volunteer  basis  with  the  farmers  whose  land  is  infested.    A  decision  is  expected 
shortly. 

Corn  and  Soybean  Stocks  High 

The  Crop  Reporting  Board  of  AMS  reported  a  couple  of  days  ago  that  stocks 
of  corn  and  soybean  in  all  positions  continue  at  record  levels.    Corn  stocks  at 
2  billion  bushels  top  the  previous  record  by  13  percent.    Soybean  stocks  at  87 
million  bushels  exceed  the  previous  record  in  July  '55  by  about  21  million  bushels 
or  31  percent.    Stocks  of  feed  grains  --  corn,  oats,  and  barley  --  add  to  a  total 
of  nearly  62  million  tons  —  the  largest  in  the  15  years  for  which  we  have  com- 
parable figures. 

Carrot  Research  Cuts  Market  Cost 

Three  or'  four  years  ago,  AMS  experts  demonstrated  in  five  carrot  packing 
plants  in  Cal.,  Ariz.,  and  N.  Mex.,  that  packinghouse  labor  needs  could  be  cut 
as  much  as  37  percent.    Since  then,  many  plants  have  used  those  findings.    In  a 
report  just  out  on  "Development  of  Carrot  Prepackaging"  AMS  shows  that  substantial 
reductions  in  transportation  charges,  less  spoilage,  and  greater  salability  have 
become  possible  by  use  of  prepackaging.    Another  little  revolution  in  ag.  mark  ting. 
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Of  Mikes  and  Men 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Vocational  Agriculture  Teachers  Ass'n  of 
Texas  has  picked  "Doc"  Ruhmann,  WBAP,  Fort  Worth,  radio-TV  farm  editor,  to 
receive  the  association's  Distinguished  Service  Award  for  "Outstanding  Service 

to  vocational  agriculture  for  Texas."   The  producer  of  BBC's  new  farm 

television  program  starting  in  October  turns  out  to  he  our  old  friend  Hilary 
Phillips,  until  recently  agri.  talks  producer  of  the  BBC  Overseas  Service.  Hilary 
is  having  to  sell  his  new  home  in  the  outskirts  of  London  and  move  now  to 
Birmingham,  in  the  Midlands,  where  the  weekly  farm  telecast  will  originate.  Send 
us  a  kinescope,  Hilary,  old  bean.    Harry  Hunt,  meanwhile,  is  in  the  fresh  air  of 

his  Sussex  farm  regaining  his  health  from  a  recent  illness  Good  letter 

from  Herb  Plambeck  on  vacation  with  his  family  in  Colorado  Sam  Schneider, 

longtime  farm  editor  at  KVOO,  Tulsa,  is  now  with  "Sponsor"  magazine  in  Chicago 

 Merle  Galusha,  once  farm  editor  of  WGY,  Schenectady,  now  manager  of 

WRGS,  WGY 's  visual  sister  station  John  Combs,  who  used  to  be  at  WMT, 

Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  with  Chuck  Worcester,  and  who  for  the  past  5  years  has  been 
farming  right  north  of  Indianapolis,  is  now  doing  Harry  Martin's  radio  and  TV 
chores  on  WFBM,  Indianapolis,  while  Harry  is  on  vacation. 

International  Farm  Youth  Exchangees  on  Net  Aug.  3 

IFYE  Conference  Highlights  will  feature  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour 
program  over  NEC's  coast-to-coast  network.    The  pickup  will  be  from  the 
University  of  Wisconsin  campus  where  the  IFYE  meeting  is  held,  Sat.  noon,  Aug.  3. 

Report  from  the  Great  Plains  Agricultural  Council  meeting  at  Custer,  S.D. 
will  feature  the  "Agriculture  USA"  pickup  on  the  Clear  Channel  stations,  Aug.  3 
weekend. 

Tomorrow,  July  27,  Claude  Mahoney  on  his  "CBS  Farm  News",  will  feature  a 
"Report  on  the  Eastern  Drought  Situation." 

Cotton  that  Keeps  a  Crease  and  Flame  Resistant  Work  Clothes  are  featured 
in  Beltsville  Newsreel  #9>  a  6  min.  sound- on  film  narrated  by  Se.rt  Hutchison, 
ARS.    USDA  TV  Package  for  mailing  August  1.    Bert,  by  the  way,  is  handing  out 
cigars  this  week  in  honor  of  his  No.  1  son. 

USDA  TV  still  photo  package  for  mailing  the  same  day  will  show  in  10 
pictures  Inspecting  Your  Fruits  and  Vegetables  -  One  reason  we  are  all  eating 
more  and  better. 

On  the  ABNetwork  Aug.  3  the  "American  Farm  News"  will  be  presented  by 
Dennis  Avery  and  Bert  Hutchison  will  put  that  Plastic  Cover  on  the  Horizontal 
Silo,  as  he  was  scheduled  to  do  last  week. 

Sincerely, 

Layhe  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  £;  Television  Se 

P.S.    Never  before  has  there  been  so  much  soil  and  water  conservation.  Farm 
ownership  is  at  an  all-time  high.    Farms  are  better  equipped  and  have 
better  homes  than  in  former  years.    There  are  growing  numbers  of  tractors 
and  larger  amounts  of  modern  equipment  --  These  are  some  of  the  evidences 
of  our  strength  listed  by  Under  Secretary  Morse  in  his  talk  to  Rapid  City 
Rotarians. 


